
RHODE ISLAND BOARD OF EXAMINERS IN PHYSICAL THERAPY

November 8, 2006

MINUTES OF MEETING

The Open Session of the Board of Physical Therapy was called to

order at 8:30 am on the above date in Room 104, 3 Capitol Hill,

Providence, Rhode Island, pursuant to the applicable provisions of

the Open Meeting law, so called, and other applicable provisions of

the General Laws of the State of Rhode Island, as amended.  A

quorum was established.

Board Members in attendance:

	Carol Sepe

	Carl DiRobbio, MD

	Renee C Van Couyghen

	Laurie Scripsack

	Robin Dolan

Kim Crealey Rouillier

Staff members in attendance:

	Donna Dickerman

Minutes of the meeting held June 6, 2006 were reviewed.   On a



motion by Robin Dolan, seconded by Carl DiRobbio, MD, it was

unanimously voted to accept the Open minutes as presented.  

The Board reviewed a letter asking if the scope of practice for

physical therapy permits a licensed physical therapist to provide

coverage and services at on-field athletic games.  The Board on a

motion entered on by Kim Rouillier, seconded by Robin Dolan,

unanimously agreed the practice of physical therapy at on-field

athletic games is within the scope of practice of licensed physical

therapists.

Members reviewed a correspondence from the administrator of the

Maryland Board of PT requesting which transcripts are required when

an applicant has received a doctor of physical therapy, what

transcripts are required.  Rhode Island requires only the qualifying

education, i.e., the masters or doctorate.  Accredited

colleges/universities (CAPTE) are responsible for and monitor the

eligibility of doctoral candidates.
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Members reviewed  two (2) FCCPT credential evaluations.   FCCPT’s

advisory opinion of Shivani Elluri’s education is not equivalent to the

first professional degree in physical therapy.  Ms. Elluri lacks general

education requirements in mathematics and cardio pulmonary. 

FCCPT’s advisory opinion of Melissa Soquite’s education is

substantially equivalent to the first professional degree in physical

therapy.  Upon review of the evaluations, members agreed with the

FCCPT’s opinions.  This motion was entered by Kim Rouillier,

seconded by Robin Dolan, with a unanimous vote from the Board.

Adjournment to Executive Session

On a motion by Laurie Scripsack, seconded by Carol Sepe, it was

unanimously voted the Board adjourn to Executive Session pursuant

to Sections 42-46-4 and 42-46-5 (a)(1)(4) of the RI General Laws, as

Amended, in that confidential, as Amended, in that confidential

issues of fitness for licensure and investigative cases will be

discussed.  Complaint #’s PT#3-2006 and PT#4-2006 were addressed. 

In addition a complaint was given to the Board to determine if the

allegations are under its jurisdiction, pursuant to the law and

rules/regulations.

Return to Open Session 

The Open Session was called back to order.  On motion of Carol



Sepe, seconded by Laurie Scripsack, it was unanimously voted too

keep confidential all matters discussed in Executive Session and to

seal those minutes inasmuch as fitness for licensure and ongoing

disciplinary matters were addressed.  Board’s final action: PT#4-2006

– complaint dismissed with a finding of no unprofessional conduct. 

One complaint was found not to fall under the board’s jurisdiction,

and, therefore, was not opened.

Adjournment

On a motion by Dr. DiRobbio, seconded by Renee Van Couyghen, it

was unanimously voted to adjourn the meeting at 10:10 am.

Respectfully Submitted,

Donna Dickerman

Board Administrator
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